NATIONAL IN TELLIGENCER,

THE BTRENGTH OF 'THE INVABION
The number of the enemy engaged in the late

demonstration on Washington continues to be a

vaders pumbered thlrty.five or foriy howssid
wen; sod whes, lo the wbaence of deflaite (.

formation, all the difficulties of the problem are
better solved by accepting a much more modent-o
statement, which is equally coufirmed by the ufw
mony of Confederate officers and by the observation
of intelligent citizens of Maryland, we eannot doubt

matter of speculation aud controversy. The ¥ery | what the opinion of ordinary people will be on the

fact, as we have previously iotimated, that there

should be any reom for such disoussions,
strongest possible proof that the nu
in our immediate presence was cott o b

From the best information we can gein it ap-
pears to us that the statements we originally made
on the subject have not been invalidated by th? ad-
ditional evidence brought to light, since the disap-
pearance of the enemy from our front has r.?n_ab.led
tho people of Maryland, residing in 'the vielnity,
to make report on the number of the invaders who
pass.d benesth their observation.

We stated on Thursday last that the number
of the troops actaally engaged in the feint on Fort
Stevens was not judged by competent observers o
have exceeded five hundred men. This is the
force which laid Washington under “siege,” for
there was no actual attack on the defences at any
other point; and yet such was the imprfr:sifrn here
produced that no attempt was made until late on
Tucsday, the 12th instant, to feel the real strenlg,tl}
of the invading foree at that or any other point.
It has never been doubted by us that the small
force engaged in the demonstration on Fort Ste-
veps was only the advarce guard of & stropger
force lying behind it, or near it, and ready to be
revealed on the approach of our troops ; but no &t-
tack having been made by our troops until late on
the second day of the city’s investment, there was
no oceasion for a manifestatiou of the full strength
of the enemy in this direction. The siege was
sufficiently established for the time by  the five
hundred.”

We learn authentically that the headquarters of
Gen. Early, the commander of the invadivg forces,
were on the farm of Mr. Riggs, adjscent to that of
Mr. Blair; and the number of the L‘-unfedcnl.e
troops who bivouacked on the same farm is esti-
mated by witnesses, and from the warks left by
the enemy, to have been between one and two
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thousand.” —~ = =570

= At Beltsville about five liundred men made their
appesrance snd interupted the telegraphic and rail-
road communications with Baltimore for thirty-six
hours. The whole number operating in this di-
rection is judged by our informant to have been
about® seven or eight hundred troopers with two
pieces of artillery.

There were still other bodies operating in other
directions on the outskirts of the city, and these
several detachments represent, 38 near as we can
now estimate, about four thoussnd men, being a
portion of the eight thousand men who, as we
stated on Friday last, were engaged in the expedi-
tion, acéording to the information furnished to us
at that time from what we believed to be a reliable
source, the letter of a Confederate officer writing
in the confidence of friendship to a kinsman in
this city. We were then in some doubt whether
it was meant to embrace in this nu-.ber the
whole expedition engaged in the invasion of Ma-
ryland, or only that part of it which, sfter the bat-
tle of Monoeacy, was detached in this direction to
~d distract our authorities while their

amuse &o
comrades were making off towards the Potomac

fords with their booty. We hope soon to gain
some definite intelligence on this point, when we
can make a more accurate approximation to the
entire force enlisted in the recent invasion. The
Richmond papers, in reciting the snccessen of t.ha.
expedition, will doubtless shed some light oo its
numerical strength.

Those who assert the recent presence of a large
foree in Maryland, reaching the number of thirty-
five or forty thousand—[Mr. Wilkeson is alone in
the estimate of fifty thoussnd]—overlook some
palpable considerations which are opposed to this
jdes, and any one of which should induce rational
people to practice great cauijon in making such
mssertions.

In the first place, with all the sdmitted want of
military vigilance in Washington, it is impossible
to belicve that a foree of such magnitude could
make a descent on Maryland and on the eapital in
such a stealthy manner as really to take our mili-
tary administration by surprise. The intrusion of
a mouse into one’s dwelling may escape notice, but
the entrance of an elephant does not come without
observation. The larger the number of the enemy
the worse for the credit of the military admin-
istration which was surprisod by its approach.

In the second place, the invading foree not only
did not compass, but did not cven attempt any
thing worthy of thirty-five thousand men ; and cer-
taily it will not be pretended that the enemy’s
hardihood was any where repressed by the boldneas
and vigor of our forces in resisting his advance.
He went where he pleased throughout the State
without serious inconvenience or molestation—
doing, however, ouly what ten thousand men could
more successfully do than thirty-five thousand,
beeause of the greater oelerity of movement in
smaller bodies.

In the third place, who supposes that Gen lLoe
oan spare, at this erisis of the war, thirty-five thou-
pand men from his operations in Petersburg and
Richmond?

~ And,in the fourth place, who supposes that our
military administration would think it safe to pur-
gue the retreating enemy with the small force sent
to harass and overtake him, if it was roally thought
that the enemy numbered thirty five thousand
men? On this supposition, it would be patriotie
to hope that our pursuing forces might not sue-

ceed in overhauling the invaders.
In view of these obvious considerations, we hape

the judicious friends of the military administration
will no longer seck unduly to praetise on theirown
credulity in this matter, as the exercise of a littie
common sense will at least preserve them from
adopting ecstimates which are seclf-cvident ab-
surdities. It is better to speak within the
bounds of reason, and, though truth is not always
identioal with verisimilitude, it is not safe to dis

oard all respeot for the Jatter in making assertions
open to manifest exoeptions on the score of proba-
bility. Whatever miay be the truth in the pre-
mines, we are sure that every body will agree with
us in admitting that there is no verisimilitude in

$he unsubstantiated deolaraion that the recent in-
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subject.

MILITARY BUCOLICS.

An ingenious writer hag said that if an English-
man, s Frenchman, and a German, nevenlly.repre-
senting the distinetive types of their respeotive na-
tional characters, were required to prepare the mt_lt
accurate report on the size, shape, nature, snd habits
of the Samel, they would each set sbout the per-
formanoe of the task ina different way. The Eng-
lishian would immediately betake himself to the
regions inhsbited by the quadruped, and there study
hitm in all bis aspeots and r:lations, preliminary to
the preparation of the required treatise. The
Frénchman, with nice analysis and wide research,
would speedily collect all that had been written on
the subject by antecedent observers, and from
these resources compile, with rare ingenuity and
faultless method, a masterly description of the
“ship of the desert.”” The German, true to his
subjective nature, would follow still another course.
He would ruminate long on the conditions of the
proposed problem in the seclusion of his closet,
and there, after much profound meditation on the
pre-established harmonies and analogies of the
animal world, would gradually prooeed to develop
the bulk, habits, figare, and qualities of the camel
yrom the depths of his internal consciousness.

We have been reminded of these several me-
thods of inquiry by the different speculations of
some of cur contemporaries with regerd to the
size, purposes, and operations of the force recently
engaged for two weeks at different points in the
invasion of Maryland. The English methed of
obser yation having been pretermitted (either from
prudential copsiderations or from a want of natural
curiosity on the part of our military authorities) until
the opportunity of testing scientifieally the pro-
portions and aspects of the invading force of the
encmy was lost, it follows that all who are now
animated by a love of knowledge on this subject,
and who have sufficicnt energy to pursue it under
difficulties, are left to select ome or the other of
the two remaining methods—the French or the
German.  Some there are who much affect the
Freneh system of inquiry. They gather copiously
all that has been seen, said, or written by others
about the operations of the invaders, and, accord-
ing to their means of correct information, and the
measure of their credulity, proceed from the data
bafore them to determine the probable numbers,
movements, and designs of the invaders. Under
these circumstances, it is natural that the accounts
gleaned in this way with regard to the non-
descript Confederate camel recently wandering on
our borders should differ widely, according te the
sources from which they are drawa.

But the German method of scientific deduction
is, after all, the favorite one with a few persons of
‘more philosophicsl and speculative turn of mind.
Abatracting their thoughts from the sublunary
things of time and sense, and placing a profound
and implicit reliance on the inscrutable wisdom of
our military administration, they prooeed, with
much assurance of faith and docility of under-
standing, to argue the magnitude of the enemy
from the magnitude of the panmic into which our
authorities were thrown. Where the fright was
80 great, it is nataral to suppose, they cogently rea-
son, that it was oreated by an adequate cause, and
as nothing less than fifty thousand veteran troops,
aiming to take the capital, ought to have sentsuch
sarror before thein into the hearts of our ralers,
ergo the rceont jeyading forée mumbered fifty
thousand, and was designed to take Washington.
This is the German method of developing the size,
movements, and objective points of an army,
¢ from the depths of the internal consciousnees,”
and ix, we need not say, the one most approved by
¢ Joysl” and official minds.

It were uscless to inform our readers that our
highly subjective and philosophical contemporary,
the Washington Chronicle, favors the (iermanic
metbod of inguiry with regard to the nature, mag-
nitade, and objects of the recent invasion of Mary-

land. In its number of Saturday last it says:

“The rebela nra so flattared becnuse they have put two
grest eapitals, Washington aod Baltimore, in terror, (and
let wa for our men sakes accept the assertion that they have
dune 50 witk a very large force,) that they will not hesitate
Lo rep at the experiment, and when they do our entrench-
ments should be filled with earnest, enger, sod dieeiplined
men."’

We ghonld like to gratify our confiding neigh-
bor by sccepting the plea which it makes to the
indulgent consideration of the people when it asks
them “ for our own sskes” to nccept *“ the assertion””
that il must have heen ““ & very large foree” which
conld have “ put two great capitals, Washington
and Baltimore, in terror.”” The “terror,” we cheer-
ful'y admit, in the case of those for which it is
entitled to speak, if it will be any satisfaction to
our contemporary, but we beg humbly to suggest
that it will require something more than ‘“ asser-
tion” to convince us that “a very large foree” in
the only cause which could prodnoe such an effeet
on eertain persans not necessary to be named—re-
siding in Baltimore of course. - We must have
more cogent evidence on this point.  Espeeially is
sach evidenes necessary when the Chronicle devotes
itsclf daily to the insertion in its reporter’s columna
of facts and testimony which tend utterly to dis-
eredit the military theory projected under its edi-
torial head with regard to the extent and object of
the in?asion. For instanee, in its nuinber of Sat-
urday, the reporter of our contemporary, who has
been following the path of the “invader” on the
outskirts of onr city, is allowed to say :

i (R T only & few days sines thinglmn was startled ont
of its prapiivty by the snnouneement of a large rebel foree
within ils suburhs, We have hitherto been w0 quiet and
undisturbed in the enjoymeut of cur rights as citizens and as
Unioniats that (he barelnosd audaeity of rebel raiders pre-
suwing to oone within s bird's-eys view of our oapital
would bavs been w sufficient reason for far more trapids-
tion thia any of the wost uervous experienced.”

This is uite consolatory to “ nervous” individu-
als. Indecd, we think it must be admitted that
the ¢ barefaced audacity” of these  rebel raidors”
had never been sufficiently appreciated until this
discerning reporter reminded ‘us of it

The writer then proceeds to disconrse on the
mystorious fact that the rebels should have been

“allowed” to make this raid, and he arrives at the

have, tndeed, ventured up to the
of our Washington citadels.” To this effoot ho

Fwrites : o

« Whatever msy have been the reason, if, indeed, there
be ome, why the rebels ehould have been s{uﬂd to make
80 extensive and destructive s rad, itis a fact that we ean-
not and WE“ not to disguise from oureelves, that they
have, Indeed, ventured up to the very mouth of vur Wash-
ington citadels, aud that almost have they ‘bearded the
lion in his den; the Douglas in his hall.' They have been
here, and they have left thuir traces behind."

He proceeds therefore to describe these ‘tra-
ces” in the devastating path of the invading
“ horde,” lying in the direction of Fort Linceln,
a8 follows : ;

“ Leaving Fort Lincoln ard proceeding out the Bladens-
burg rosd, every thing wears the same quiet aspect. The
fields look as though they had never bren passed by a de-
vastating hords, far less us if eworilegious binds'had ever
been laid upon them. On our way wé el several Union
soldiers, tired and faint.”

These “ Union soldiers” »ere doubtless ¢ tired
and faint” from the vigor with which they had
marched on Washington as the encmy approsched
the city on Monduy or Iucsday last. The repor-
ter proceeds :

¢ Makiog tracks along the Bladensburg road, it is by no
menvs difficult to come seross residences which hava re-
eeived mewmorable vivits from rebel detachments. Hero
stands ove, for instance. It isa fine espacious wooden
farm-house, standing considerably back from the main
road. If you make your visit to it in easy and familiar
style, you thread your way through a flourishing eorn field,
and ure instnotly beeet by two bull-dogs, whose netions
batray & dstsnt affinity to incisim:t bydrophobia. This ad-
vance gusrd haviog performed their duties to admiration,
sud being safely passed, you are at length able to attain
the main building, whieb, however, bears no traces of
having been visited by unfriendly scouts  The proprietor,
however, ssstres us that this wos so.  On Tupsday, at the
respectable hour of five o'clock, & small party of rebel
oavalry rode up (o the door and request=d glacsas of milk
for the party. The names of thess were Lieut. Ford, 20th
regimeot Virgima eavalry, Wm. L Jackson's corps,
Breckinridge's division; Cupt. J. 1. Meal, aud Lieut.
Crayeroft ; the nama of the fourth hnd slipped our infor-
mant's memory. 1&1 A led ithout reservation
that they were Confederate soldiers, and they likewise
averred that their only mission was te procure the gentle
stimulant of a glass of milk all reund.”

What audacity is here! These iovaders, it
seems, *“acknowledged without reservation” that
they were Confederate soldiers, and, with perjured
art, rivalling the duaplicity of Sinon before the
walls of Troy, they masked their fell designs om
the capital of the nation by “averring that their
only mission was to procure the gentle stimulant
of a glass of milk.”

The alarming magnitude of the insurgent forces
operating on the line of the railroad in this direc.
tion more clearly appears in such statements as
the following, made by the same loyal reporter for
the Chronicls :

“ 1f the rebel vieiters at thie vicinity had been in a con-
dition to damgge it there is no doubt they could have occa-
sioned comsiderable loss. The fields were teeming with
rich barvests, and several hundred bead of cattle were
graziog in the adjoining grounds  Under the fores of cir-
cumstances, however, they are said to have bebaved them-
selves very respectably. . . .

“ The rebel visitere, one and all, eaid that * if the Yan.
kees dared to come as near to Richmond as we sre to
Washington the ladies would take them prisovers—wo-
men who, onee worlh two or three hundred thoueand dol-
lurs, are now ¢ mpelled to work like common laborers in
the open ficld. Iadesd, from the way in which our infor-
mant epoke of his late visiters, whom he involuntarily and
under protest enterfained, it is to be argued that they hold
the Yuukees in the mist con'emptible estimation, and that
they look upon the past war poliey ss effete, snd unequal
to the requirements of the bour. Their viait was ol about
an heur's length, and, being refreshed by unlimited glasses
of milk, they made a retrea’, and doubtless had a good time
of it for the rest of the evening.

After reading thus far in this bucolic rcport of
our loyal neighbor we fell into a fit of musing, our
minds being sorely puzzled to account for this pro-
pensity of the bibulous Southerners to refresh
themselves with “unlimited glasses of milk,” as a
tonic or stimulant preliminary to the deadly as-
sault they meditated on the capital. By what be-
nignant influences, we ask, was it that these bloody
men, fifty thoussnd strong, (we have Mr. Wilke-
son’s word for it,) were turncd from the pillage
and sack of Washington to engage in predacious
raids on the dairies of Maryland? - Did mother
Nature re-assert her power over these rugged spi-
rits, and bring back to their famished lips the pri-
mitive tastes of childhood, that they might be ar-
rested in their wild carcer against the capital by
the savoryenticements of the milk pan and the eream
jog? We know it was a sudden rush of tender re-
membranpes of youth and innocence and love which
held in check the hand of Medes, in the claseic
pige of Apollonins Rhodius, as she raised that
hand aloft in the act of meditated self-destruction,
and who shall say that it was not *“ the gentle stim-
ulant of a glass of milk sil round,” to use the lan-
guage of the Chroniele's reporter, which diverted
these myrmidons of Jeff. Davis from their  sacri-
legious” assault on the centsal sest of the national
lifc? Tf this view should commend itself to sub-
jective and contemplstive minds, we have only to
suggest that hereafter, in turning our eyes up-
wards to bless the propilicus stars, we should, in
memory of our last great deliverance, avert our
gaze from flamiog Mars (who did so little for us
in our last extremity) and concentrate all our loyal
admiration and worship on the Milky Way, whioh
wo may piously suppose to have “rained influ-
ence down” on the minds and hearts of our ene.
mies, reviving in their mouths such a taste for the
lnctesl secretions of the wvascine udder that, in-
stead of sating their passions in the frantic strife
of war, they were oontent to soothe their sanguin-
ary thirst with “unlimited glasses of milk.”

N. B.—We have but a single request to make of
the reparter for our eontemporary to whom we are
indebted for these charming military idylls in
prose: it is, that when he next starts out on a tonr
of observation among the milkmen and milkmaids
alarmed by the recont jinvaders, he will be eurious
enough to inquire whether theso desperadoes car-
ried any thing like shooting-irons and other imple-
ments of warfare , or whother, as we infer from the
lactea ubertas of his narrative, thoy were simply
armed with lactometers, by which to test the qua-
lity of milk before they deigned to imbibo that
“ gantle stimulant.”

CROPS IN BOUTHERN KENTIUCKY.

The correspondenca of the Department of Agrienltare
rapresenta a very promising econditien of the erops in
HSouthern Kentueky. Mr. Newton, the Commissioner, has
shown us a letter from Jamestown, in Russel county, near
the Tennessee line, from which it appears that the yiald of
wheat in extraordinary, comidering the damage by frees-
ing last winter. Some of it ia better than ever known
there before. The total product will bs equal to Inst year
Grass and onls sre very fioe, forty or fifty per cent. bettar
than last yenr. Corn, too, promises & batter yield, though
the number of neres planted was less by about one third.
Cotton looks wall. Potatoes are good. The wenther duff-
ing May and June was very sensonable Altogethar, a more
favorable eondition of agnenltural sffsirn eould not be
naked

. pEm wOMBER OF THE INVADING FOROR.
We observe that Mr. Bamuel Wilkeson, the intelll-

gent Washington correspondant of the New York

Tribune, has prepared and published a statemont de-

signed to show that the insurgent forces engaged in
therecent invasion of Maryland reached the probable

pumber of “fifty thousand veteran troops!” In|

support of this statement Mr, Wilkeson adduces:
the following data: -

1. An intercepted lotter written by a cavalry
colonel in Hampton’s division, dated *‘Ten miles
northwest of Richmond, Va., June 22,” in which
he stated, in the confidence of writing, to a friend :
“ Ewell’s Corps, with Hampton’s cavalry, over
fifty thousand of us in all, have received orders to
march to Harper's Ferry, and the rations for the
men necessary to go there have been issued.”

2. A statement made in Alexandria by one
Rowe, & Fredericksburg secessionist, (recently in
this city negotiating with our military authorities
for the return of oertain hostages,) to the effect
that “ he had been too guarded to tell at the Union
Club rooms, where he was feasted here, [in Wash-
ington,] that Gen. Early, with twenty thousand
men, would soon leave Richmond for an attack on
Washington.” [A very “ guarded” man was Mr.
Rowe, to tell in Alexandria what he was too pru.
dent to tell in Washington. And the inference of
Mr. Wilkeson is very significant when he says:
¢ Bufficient heed was not given to this tattling,
but to-day it is fresh in the remembrance of ofi-
cial persons.”’]

3. The statement of “ A. H. Woolford, Assist-
ant Burgeon Second Maryland Battalion Cavalry,”
that ¢ he supposes” the recent expedition contained
10,000 cavalry, and ¢ thinks” the infantry num-
bered 40,000 or 45,000. The truthfulness of
Woolford's alleged statement may be inferred from
the following specimen of his evidence :

“ It was reported yesterday that Gen. Lee was crossing
at Drainesville with 100,000 men, Nearly the whole rebel
army is in Virgioin, J hnson's fores is the s: me that was
operating near Baltimore.  We came yesterday from Balti-
more to Washington, and struck the reilvead at Lawrel
Station, burniny @ train of cars.”’

As the raiders never went to Laurel, and as the
petty force which made a descent in that direction
came from Rockville, (as the people who live at
Laurel report,) it will be seen that Dr. Woolford
is not a very accurate story-teller.

4. Mr. Wilkeson says that he knows ‘¢ positively
that preparations were made to sssault Washing-
ton last Sunday pight,” but the idea was aban.
doned on Monday night, under the impression
that the ‘‘golden opportunity” was lost. [This is
given as ““ proof No. 4” to sustain the belief that
the insurgent army numbered 50,000 men. We
hope our readers can appreciate its force, We
cannot. ]

5, Uunder the head of *fifthly,” Mr. Wilkeson
enumerates a variety of particulars, such as—

That there were two Mejor Generals in the expedition ;
that they ventured to eome within & mile of our defences ;
that ** Bejor Fry telographed to headquarters bere from
Rockville that the euemy's column was a mils long;" that
on July 10 & despateh from Leesburg said, * five thoueand
rebel cavalry entered this town between six and seven P.
M.;" that *on the night of July 12 traine moved without
ceasation bayond Fort De Russey to the northwest, and
were #0 reported bhere by lelegraph” that at daylight on
July 13, on the ol | Rockvills eity road, rebels commene.
ed pasaing Virginis wards, sud eontinued to pass in an un
interrupted stream till 12 35in the afterncon; that Breek-
inridge's and Esrly's divisiona of infantry passed Rockville
on the night of the 12th ; that the rear guard under Jack
son, an enlire brigade, passed through Rockville afler two
o'elock in the afterooon of the 1§th; that on the 13th
threa regiments of rebel cavalry wers seen from Fort Reno
to pase on the road to Great Falls; and that two bundred
wagons pod two thousand head of eattle passed Leesburg
July 12, food for I.Iu,gr columns coming up behind.

Now, insimple reply to all this array of  sta-
tistics,” we beg simply to suggest to our readers
that the prescnce of 50,000 men in any quarter,
even in the vicinity of Washington, where there
appears to be so little military enterprise or cu-
riosity, wovld not require to be substantiated by
inferences. It is Byron who sings:

“ How odd, a siogle hobgoblin's nonentity,
SBhould cause more fesr than & whole hosts's identity ;"

and yet, “odd’’ as the thing may be, it is none the
less true, as witness the alarm created by ruch
shadowy ¢ nmonentities’’ as Mr. Wilkegon projects
on paper, making them more terrible, to his oyes,
than fifty thousand rebel ¢ identities.”

Fifty thousand men would be likely to make
their prescnce feit in a way which would leave no
necessity for a resort to speculation and conjecture.
In the face of such a self-evident proposition,
all claborated paper estimates like those of Mr.
Wilkeson are really the strongest confirmation of
the truth that the allsged magnitude of the recent
expodition had no foundation in fact, but is purely
a fizment of the imagination. And, in ecorrobora-
tion of this opinion, we insert below, copied from
the Washington Chronicle of yesterday, some in-
teresting information furnished by one of its edi-
tors or reporters, who made a trip to Rockville on
Tharsday last “ for the purpose of ascertaining the
whereabonts of the rebel foroes and of gleaning
some tidings of their doings by inquiring of the
people of Rockville.” If there are exaggerations
or miscalculations in this statement they are doubt-
loss unintentional, resnlting mainly from the fact
that the writer's informants may have oonfounded
matters n little by supposing that every detaoh-
ment of the enemy, moviog in different direotions,
represented a different body of men, tending to
swell the aggregate force engaged in (he invasion.
As the expedition, according to pur information,
was set on foot for the purpose of booty, we may
presume that its several detachments wero very
active in their movements, and in this way would
be apt to produce by their ubiquity an impression
with regard.to their nymbers which was simply the
reault of their celerity and enterprise.

Corrospondence of the Washington Chromicle.
RockviLLe, (Mp.) JuLy 14, 1864,

Wa learn thsl the few Union residents of Rockville and
vicinity were apprized on Bunday night that the rebels
were coming, and the former flad for refuge into the
woods,

On Mondny come three thonsand of the rebal forces
eame up from the river, supposed to have eromscd the Po-
tomao st Edwnrds's Ferry, snd took the river road, pass-
ing nlong five miles soulh of Roeckville to the vicinity of
Tenallytown. At the same time Bradley Jobnson's com-
mand went via Frederick and turned off towsrds Bladens
bueg. Another dotachment came vin Damasous, Hyatts-
town, Laytonsville, Meshanicsyille, nod Rockville, and
thence to the Beventh strest rond. Still another dotach.
ment bad taken snother route to Washiogton -m!t was
not known,

This cors'ituted nbout one-halfl of the fores engaged in
tie raid.  The other half, or sbout'that propertion, were
o gnged in plunderiog and earrying off their plunder,
while those before named were making the feint upon |
Washington, to distrast attention from the raiders, and to

foars which they saloulated thelr foriaidable _
tlon would exeits respeoting the safety of the esplitel.

The eatire movewent wes deliberately souserted snd
harmounlously earried opt—every detaghment of any size
evidently understauding exsotly what waa of
them, and where they were expected at appointed times.

The force was commanded by Gev. Barly, and uoder
bim Geu, Breckinridge commanded the infantry snd Gen.
Ransom the eavalry; the latier pumbered from six to
eight thousand ; and mauvy of the former returped mount-
ed, though care was first taken to supply sl the cavalry
with better horses than they had when they came. When
they returned they admitted a Iarge loss st Fort Stevens,
and expressed disappointment at encountering veteraus
there. Their artillery consisted of three (some say four)
batteries. The iufantry sud some of the esvalry are rep-
rosented to have been terribly rugged, and many of them
barefooted, when they advanced.

When the detachment which came in by the way of
Rockville were approsching that village, their ecoming hav-
ing been reported by fleeing citizens, Major Fry, with a
foroe of dismounted cavalry, went out fo meet thew, snd,
&t Gaitheraville, about five wiles from Rockville, with !
about six hundred men, encountered soms twenty five hun-
dred infsniry acd cavalry, and was obligad to fall back,
His movement checked them but a short time.

When they reached the town they speedily prooeeded to
help themselves to what they particu'srly needed in the
way of shoes and clothes, and gathered a few horses and
onttle, which they dispatehed to the resr, leaving the mosi
part of their plugdering until their return, Ou Tueeday
last they finished up their work perfectly leaving but four
horses in Koekville, and nolarger proportion in other purta
of that county. They took all the carringes but one or two,
Mr. David Bond, » well- known secessioniat, was the only
storekeeper in Rockville who escaped. They not only
droye off the private vehiolee, single as well as double, but
they captured the msil-stages, Major Jobn G. Ingham
lost twelve hundred dollars’ worth of horeds, Mr, Viers six
bundred Lushels of cats, and Judgs Bowie all his horsea
and a large quantity of corn.

We learned from ths Union eitigans of Rockville and
vicinity that the peaple of Roekville, and inderd of almost
toe entire county, have taken the vath of allegisnce, and
yet that there are large numbers of (heum who bad been
predicting the eoming snd purposes ol the raiders for
weeks before they came. Among the eitizens who were
especial objects of sesrch, and who had fled to the woods
and thus suoceeded in escaping, was Mr. Malden, provost
marshal.

Breckinridge stated, as he retarned, that their friends
had exaggerated the forlorn condition of the Yaukea capi-
tal—bereft of all troops save the hundred days men, aud
some of the forts having been cleared of their batteries.
And, though their intention had only been to eover up their
raiding operations, and to induce Grant to withdraw troopa
from the Army of the Potowmac, when they Leard these
stories they determioed on Monday to attack the ecity that
night. But the order was eountersuanded that aftegnoon.
The countér mandate did not rench all their lines ;- honee
the apparentintention to asssult Fort Stevens on Tueeday.

When the rebale were leaving the town, on thair return
to Edwards's Ferry, they were harassed conriderably by
Col. Lovell, of the 24 Massachusetta, his foree, numbering
soma five bandred dismounted cavalry, driving them until
their resr guard was teinforced, when he was obliged to
fall back. Before doing #o, however, he had quite a spirited
eogagrment with them, during which be lost seven wonnded
sud one killed, The rebels lost eeveral killed; a eolonel,
belived to be mortally wounded, whko wes supposed to be
seoreted somewbere in the vicinity of Ruckville; two
wounded, whom they could not esrry away; and & large
pumber of others wounded whom they took with them in
earrisges and wagous which they had stolen.

Their relreat was simultansous throughout their whole
line, or nearly to, & small’ portion passing down the river
road, and the remainder of their force concrntrating [rom
various directions, avd puseing throngh Hockville en route
for Edwards’s Ferry, where almost their eotire force
orossed.

They commenced retreating on Tuesdsy, and their front

line passed Rockville, and along other adjacent roads upon
8 live with that place, st twelve o’clock on Tueeday night,
and was continually filing by until twelve o'clock on Wed-
nesdsy, when the rear of their main body had gone. They
retained their pickets at Rockville, snd at the eross-roads
on the river road, as well as upon & road leading towards
Frederick, until between five and six o'clock on Wednes
day evening. Almost their entire force is believed to have
orossed the river on Wedoesday night. Therealter, the
retresting foe consisted chiefly of stragglers, & consider-
able sumber of whom were eaptured by the dismounted
esvalry and the advanee of the Bixth Corps.
" At three o'clock P. M. to-day the main body of the Bixth
Corps had passed the cross roads sbove named, (we believe
Altori's,) and & considerable number of the Nineteenth
Corps had followed. This evening the headquariers of
Gen. Wright, eommanding the Sixth Corps, were at
Poolesville, twenty miles beyond Allorfs, sod about
thirly miles from Washington. V.E.F,

THE NUMBER OF THE INVADERS,

Having given publicity to the eovjectural estimate of
Mr. Wilkeson, the Washingtoo eorreapondent of the New
York Tribuve, as founded on inferences from intereepted
lotters, the * tattling’ of Rowe, & secessionist, and other
sources, indueing him to reckon the late invading host in
Maryland st fifty thoussnd men, it is due to truth that wae
should state Mr. Wilkeson’s impressions cn this subject ss
derived from his own personal observatiovs. We quote
from his correapondence which appoare in the Tribuns of
Saturday last, as follows:

SWasHINGTON, JULy 13, 1864,

“ A vinit to the battle gronnd of laat evening ; & visit to
Francis P. Blair's esiate, enlled Silver Bpring, which Early
and Breekinridge ocoupied for their headquarters; a ro.
connoissnnes six miles beyond Silver Bpring; a visit to sn
extomporized rebel hospital at Graves's store, eight miles
thin vide of Roekville, where fifiy-nine Georginne, 100 e
verely wounded to be moved farther, hed bean operated
on, and laft in tenta, partly oo the naked ground, to
fight out & new battls between death and life; a visit to
the bulletont trees, and bollet-torn honsea and fences and
ratls, and the parforated earth of rifle pits between the re-
bel nnd the Union skirmish lines of vesterdey's couflict, fill
me with & higher and » l'l'fﬂ' sonee of the fighting mno-
tiood of the handful of soldiers of the Sixth Corps who
raised the siege of Washington, and relieved Inryrnnd of
the aenndal of being occupied wnd plundered by a force
that Hancoek's men or Warren's mei would any day de-
vour aa & resrentivn.

“ Bilver Bpring does not indieate oocnpation by over one
hundred men. For six miles beyond Silver Spring only
the fislds next to the road on either side, and these exelu-
sively pastures or open wooda, indieats occupation. TIn
none of them i there a nign of artillery. In all of them
the tokens of oeoupation are of the thinnest snd lightesk
kind. The oonsnmption of rails lor foel surely measures
an exoeedingly smull fores.  The full and untouched hay-
stacks, the undisturbed oat and wheat fislds rips fur tne
hiarvest, the untonched eornfields, most of the ears partly
tasscled out, and some of them fit to ronst, Indnurn un-
questionably a small eavalry foree, nnd an infavtry foree
so woall an to be easily and folly Ted. The tokens of butch-
ered eattle, all killed in the cornore of flelds next the road,
sud all enmly snd eortainly to be counted, aleo indicate a
small fores.

“‘I'he proof is incontrovertibla that the body of men who
belsaguared Washington was utterly insignificant, save in
their nudacity and cournga. Admirable s these were,
they paled nud cowered before the perfeel manhood, the
daan, the delirions fighting joy of tbo&:ua Corpraoldiern.”

A PATRIOTIC AVOWAL.

The Albany Argus sgya: ** We ara glad to ses Gen. Dix
plsce himeelf upon the platform of conatitutional law—
from which his supetiors sought to displacs him. On
Hhturday, his ease coming up befors Judge Russell, Judge
Pierrepont aaid, that * if after heariog all the fasts in the
onan, his Honor came to the eonclusion that an wffence had
been eommitted agaiost the laws of the Bisle, Gien. Dix
would bow to the supremacy of the law T at his age, ro
loyal a mun as Gen. Dix bad been gullty of kidnapping and
inciting to a riot, Lhen It was time he was punished.”
There is no purpose to prejudge Gen Dix, but to assert
the right of the conrte to inquirs into nn outrags, no matter
by what illegal suthority eommitted.”

A torpedo boat is constrooting st East Haven, (Coon.)
Bho will be bomb proof, covered with irop plates of »
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demeatire | THE BRAPONAN OF GOVERNOR SRYMQUS.

The New York World of Tussday last states that the
ordering out of certain militis regimeuts of that city bad
rqlﬂh a eousation smong the evmmands there. Tt

: .

“‘The prompt and patriotie orde Gove, .
vide quit: a4 fzr s ppnib.ie. -fmr"ﬂ;m t %ﬁ
of the Natiousl Guard, for the position of New York in
this emergency. In laet, the National Guard in New
by e T

1
duties havé almost entirely fallen upon tbu:“‘l‘ih injus
o
11th, Bdth,

tioe, us well as the oceurrsnce of sny possible
by lawless aod evil-disposed aeuonl,hau, in %
in the best possible mannmer. The 4th, 6th,
934, 95°h, 96th, aud | 9ih regimente, most .nf.;::n- have
s yet teon little or po servies, but who gle J to
:mlsu in: lhdprdwn duty whick the Gov oon-
mplates for them, are n;#:ed Lo its assistance ; while
the 1st, 3d, 5th, 7th, Bth, 9th, 12th 224, 37th, 55&‘. 69th,
71st, nud 76th regimentes, which bave already and repent-
edly burne onerous ||uru in responding to previous ealls,
are allowed to remain at bome | aud alt mt‘ihngor neod
bardly be spprebended hers from muy reawon, yet in any
event they will bs entirely sufficient for bome e-curity.
At the same time the organization of the Nalional Guard
i# 1o ba promptly proceeded with, whieh, but fur previons
politicul interferenes, would now huve besn in s much more
effective condition to ae:ist the Genoral Governwent than
it is. "Fhe fullowing is the proglamstion of Governor Bey-
mour: = :
Eascutivs Depariment, Albany, oy 8, 1964,
“ Erecutive riment 1864.
“Tne evente of the puat?t;ree ears h!"’ aho {E‘mnm-
eity of a well organized militia to uphold the laws; to put
down disorders; to snppress lusnrreciions, and to repel inva-
sions. The State of New York bas been ealled upon three
times to farnish 1ts militia to protect the Nationat
to drive back Tnvasion of wej.ceut States. The foumith
has pow been msde by the President. §: R
* Heretotore the burden has been ihrown upon the cities of
Now York and Brooklyn, with the exception of a few men
sent from the vountiea of Ulster, Greers, Albany, Dutohess,
Uolumbia, Eils, and Chantungoa  Other parts of the State
have done uouh ng in answer io these calls of the President
neither are they in condition to disgharge their duties to the
State. This isnot only unequul and nujust, but in violation
of the theory of onr Government, snd it must not be longer
eontinusd  The eulle made by the General Government mnst
ba met by every counly in proportion to its members ; and V&
the eama degres must every connty be in a8 sgndition 10 en-
foren the luws of the State, the deeisions of the jarlidlri. to
ﬁiut:gn ?tem and order, and to put down resistauge to law-
wl Ruthority.
*Iuis my duty to carry ont the law of the Btate providing
for the enro!lment of the militia, the orgsnization ¢
I.iolm[tl Guard, sod ?orhthe pn::i:u de!nu'f bt ey
* In pursuance of the pr visions of snid I A
arder and direct the wll,nmduu ol ﬂumm::‘n‘ymﬂaﬂme?
in the Firet, S8ecoud, Third, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, Seventh,
and Bighth «ivigions, 1o accept sufflcient volunteers, shonld
the same ol r withii ten duys, to raise their severn! com
nics, sud maintuin the sume ut the maximum number pro
by law ; and if suflicient shall not offer, then 2 suifljent vam-
ber shall ba drawn irom the reserve wilitin of euid districts,
nuder the éuro lmwent wade pu t to the luw of this State
and which en ollment mmaanu will eomplate w t
deluy. i Hul;n[‘:‘lu SKYMOUR,
nvernor and Commander.in.
“Jostan T. MirLER, Inepecior Generul 8, g?'r'_?- Aok

On the I2th iustant, four dags aftar the date of the.
foregoing proclamation, Gov. BEYMOUR iesued 8 general
order directing the commandante of sll regiments of the
Nationnl Guard to hold their commands in readiness for
immediate servico. The major generals aud brigadier
generals were directed t0 seo this order at once promul-
gated throughout their divieions snd brigides. In eon-
nexion with this order, he alwo issued an nppeal to the peo-
ple of the Btate to nid in esrrying it out by joining the
National Guard, or by such other measures as would give
that organization the numbers required by law  Hesaid ;

“ Uoless this is done at once I eannot respond to t
now mads by the President of the United am?am
National Constitution declares that n well-regulated militia
is necessary to the secnrity of a free State. If we had
hesded this truth we should vot have been ax to in-
vasion, to the disgraes of riots, and to the hagseds of still
greater calsmities, The pegligence avd falas economy
which lgad to dieregard this warning bave been fearfully
punished. The cost of armisg sud equipping the National
Guard would have besn trifling eompared with the amount
which New York must now pay as its quota of the expense
of driving back the armies which now threaten the national
capital. Let us be warned by the errors of the past, 1
implore all eitizens to Iy aside ion and prej snd
unite in csrrying out & law ulur{y demanded by the hogor,
the interest, and the safaty of tho State and nation, In
many parta of New York (his duty has boen utterly ne-
gleeted, and the burden of snswering calls for the militia.
has been thrown upon s few sections of the State, In a
time of civil war we sre perplexed with many questions
which are beyond the grasp of sny mind. We see from
diffsrent stand-points, and reach conflioting conelusions.
It is only ignorsves avd bigotry which muke these d ffor-
ences and views oecasivns for controversy and reproaeh.
However wo may differ on other points there should be
no coufliet of opinion s to the duties we owa to the Btate
sed pintumnl .Gpnmmuu. I exbort sll not to allow their
passions, their prejudices, and suspicions to ineresse the
dangers which overhang us. Let us eordially unite in
uumbers essential to the preservation of the national unity
the power of our Btate, the pencs sod good order of '
Foremost amooget them is the organization of thoss Ji
to duty, without respect to ereed or political apinions, inte
loenl militery companies, in order to mest the constitations)
demande of the Gineral Government, to secures the enforoe-
went of the laws of the State, aod to afford to the
livin eod homes of our citizens. This must be dons at
onea.”

It appears from a published correspondence between
C. GovFrey GuNTHER, Mayor of New York, anod Major
Gea Baxpronp, of 1h: Naw York Militia, that the former
protested againat any malerial reduction of the orgsnized
and uniformed militia of the city. He wrote to the Iatter
under date of the 11th instant : i

* Protection, in oase of riot or popular outbresk, is
aspecially reposed in our organized ety regiments l;.-
tortain grave apprehonsions that (heir withdrawal from
the city, nt a time when the deprecistion of cur curreney is
besring heas |If upin the mass of onr Iation, might
tempt the lawless snd evil disposed to avail themaelves of
what would seem to them a favorable opportunity for
srcon nad plunder. Tn sych an event, whiod, in my judg-
ment, I regret to eny, may not be considered imp
I fonr that cur exesllent and powerful polies would mvc'
inadequats (6 our protection in the absence of the mili
I therefors most earnestly proteit against any mlm
reduction at this period of our organized and uniformed
wilitary foros, especially whan ampls supplies of troops
can be furnished to meat any emergency from points where
mia .:"l::gcr e“d I;; apprahended of the oharsectar above
nili to, an which the eity of N i
s s " ty ow York isso pe-

Mujor Gen. BaNnFORD replisd ae follows. We quote
the substance of his letter :

“ I fully agree with you in the necessity of retaining
organized and dico'plined military foree 51 !onr eity, ..R
ciently strong to suppress any attempt of the lawless and
evildisposed members of our community to renew the
scon e of arson and plunder which disgraced our oity Inst
summer, during Lhe nbsenee of the city regimenta,

. n an-
swrring the present call of the President u the Go-
varuor of our Blate, only three thousand and five hundred

men buve been detailed from this dieision as our quota of
the twelve thonesnd required ; and ¢ fier this detaeiment is
withdrawn 1aball still retain twelve of the disciplined ree
fhm’:ih (ln‘l tl::; first division in the eity, ready, willing, and
undantly able to put down promptly soy demonstration
aguinat Lhe penps un% good order of the community " -

NAVAL INTELLIGENCE.

Rear Admiral D. T. Farragot, writiog to the Navy De-
partment from on board hin flagship Hartford, under date
of July 6ith, reporia the destruation by fira of the blockads

fuoncr which was ehaaed on shore near Fork Morgan, Mo,

bila knrbor, on the night of the 1st igstant. The blockade
runnor was sot on fire by a boat expodition from the Hart-
ford, composed of thres boats, and totally destroyed, The
boardiag parly was sovered by several of onr gunboats,
but the enemy's foroe, whioh was lying within a rhort dis-
tance, did vot cpea fire until the blockads ruaner had been
completely burnt out. The name of tha vesssl was nob
ascertained, but our men roturned eafely to the Hartford
after having succesnfully necomplished the task assigned
to them. '
Adwmiral Dablgren, writing from on board bis flagship
Philsdelphia,.in Stono river, 8. C., under data of July 10,
informa the Navy Department that on the Sch instant the
U 8 steamer Sonoma, Lient. Com, Malthews, oaptured
the small side-wheal steamer Tdn, which vassel loft
the night bafore, bound to Nassau. Tha Ida had on board
st the time of has eaptuse fifty four bales of eotton.
Admiral Dahlgren also reports the eapture of the rebel
schooner Pooshontas, on the ni‘h‘ of -]Ill' Tth, .’ the 1.
8. atenmers Agalen and Sweet Briar, while attempting to .
pasa out of Charleston barbor bound to Nassan. The Po-
eabontas had on board fifty-thrae bales of sotton and two
hundrod and twenty-nine boxes of tobaoso.

indues n depletion of Gen. Mende's army, through the

greator thiokoess then thoss the monitors, sod pro-
Vided with powerful mackinery, a

The Goveroment bas purohased 1,654 ndv;hnu in
Verment vinee March l?’, 1864, from to
| s 2T piying : g Ol&b |



